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Please print legibly using an ink pen. Be sure to fill out both front and back sides, sign, and date. Mail Parental Release and Indemnification Agreement to:

Paradise Dive Club

c/o Sharon Coffield

P O Box 23351

Santa Barbara, CA 93121.

RECITALS
The Paradise Dive Club is a not for profit unincorporated association governed by a volunteer Board of Directors and officers who serve without compensation.  The club does not maintain any policy of insurance on behalf of itself, its officers, or any member. The club, its officers, and its members do not warrant the accuracy of any information it disseminates, the quality of any merchandise distributed during raffles or other fund raising events, the skill or experience of any participant in any club activity or any provider of training or equipment, or the safeness of any activity in which the club or its members engage.  In particular, the club does not provide supervision for minor participants in its activities or in any way guarantee the safety of minor participants.

The club expects that in the future, minor children of members will begin to participate in club activities as scuba and skin divers in club events.  The club wishes to permit and encourage this activity.  However, under California law, a minor probably cannot release a third party from liability.  For that reason, the club membership form, which is primarily an assumption of risk and release of liability, is inadequate to protect the club, its directors, officers and members, in the event of injury, death, or property loss of a minor participating in its activities.  As a condition of a minor’s participation in club activities involving any risk or injury or property loss, including but not limited to diving excursions and travel to such excursions, the minor’s custodial parents must execute this release and indemnification (“hold harmless”) agreement which will protect the club, its members, and its officers in the event of injury or death or property loss by the minor.

Snorkeling, skin diving, scuba diving, swimming, and related activities such as car and boat travel to dive sites, present inherent, substantial risks to participants, including severe injury and death.  Club activities may take place at a substantial distance from facilities providing medical treatment, decompression, recompression, or rescue services. Every participant in club activities, including minors accompanied by adults, is expected to take full personal responsibility for his or her certification as a scuba diver, the safety of equipment, the adequacy of training, his or her physical and mental health, compliance with standard safety rules, and each and every decision relating to the activities in which he or she engages during club activities. 
PARENTAL RELEASE AND AGREEMENT TO HOLD CLUB HARMLESS
I / we, [print] ____________________________________________________________________,

am / are the lawful custodial parent of [print] ___________________________________________,

a minor.  I / we wish to allow the son / daughter to participate in activities sponsored or organized by the Paradise Dive Club.  I / we understand that the son / daughter is legally incapable of releasing the club for liability for injury or death that he / she might sustain while participating in such activities. This agreement does not prevent me / us from reaching specific agreements with individual persons or instructors to supervise or assist the son / daughter.

As a condition of, and in consideration for club permission for my / our son / daughter’s participation in the activities of the club, I / we agree to release the club from liability to me, to us, and to the son / daughter for any and all harm resulting to my son / daughter and his / her property while engaged in an activity sponsored, endorsed, or organized by the club.  I / we agree to release the club’s officers and members from liability for any and all harm including property damage resulting to me / us and to my son / daughter while engaged in a club-sponsored activity, excepting intentional, wanton and willful misconduct by a member or officer.  In other words, this release applies to injury or loss resulting from ordinary negligence, and prevents recovery for such negligence.

Additionally, in consideration of the club granting permission to my son / daughter to participate in club activities, I / we agree to hold the club and its directors, officers and members harmless and defend them from any and all liability, claims, demands, and actions by me / us or by the son / daughter which may occur as a result of injury to the son / daughter during a club activity, including injury or loss resulting from ordinary negligence.  I / we further agree and acknowledge that the release of liability and agreement to indemnify set forth above shall be binding for my heirs, assigns, representatives, executors, spouse, and agents.
In agreeing to the indemnification and release of liability set forth above, I / we am / are not relying on any written or oral statements by any third party or by any officer or member of the club purporting to alter or waive the terms of this acknowledgement, and fully understand that this document means what it expressly states. 

I / we further agree that this document shall, in the event of a disagreement concerning its terms, intent or effect, be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of California, regardless of the domicile or citizenship of any party thereto. If any portion of this acknowledgement and release is found to be invalid or unenforceable, the provision shall be severed from this agreement and not limit the application of the remainder.

I / we understand that I / we may revoke this acknowledgment and agreement at any time other than during a club activity in progress, but that I / we must simultaneously, by written instrument directed to the President of the club, commit my son / daughter not to participate in further club activities.   

By my / our signatures, I / we acknowledge that I / we have read the foregoing document, that I / we understand its terms and intent, and that I / we voluntarily agree to its terms on my / our own behalf and on behalf of the son / daughter.

Name of Parent [print]:  _____________________________________________________ Signature of Parent: _______________________________________ Date: ___________
Second Custodial Parent, if applicable

Name of Parent [print]:  _____________________________________________________ Signature of Parent: _______________________________________ Date: ___________
Cross references:

Cal. Probate Code section 3500

Cal. Family Code section 6710, 7502
Hohe v. San Diego Unified Schools (1990) 224 Cal. App. 3d 1559
